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A Deeper Fellowship

The autobiography of Ernest Gordon, a British Army officer captured by the Japanese during World
War II, gives a gripping picture of what miseries and miracles can happen when people are thrust together in
a crisis situation.  Gordon was part of a prisoner work camp that was brutal in its treatment of its captives.  If
a prisoner appeared to be lagging behind they would be beaten or killed, often by decapitation.  The
conditions were beyond belief as disease and starvation, along with the brutal treatment by the guards,
accounted for the death of at least 80,000 prisoners.  The account of these events was the spark for the classic
movie, “Bridge over the River Kwai”.

Philip Yancey once wrote of Gordon’s account and stated that “for most of the war, the prison camp
had served as a laboratory of survival of the fittest, every man for himself. Men lived like animals, and for a
long time hate was the main motivation to stay alive.” However, Gordon’s record of those events also
includes an episode that completely turned around the entire camp.  It seems a Japanese guard discovered
that a shovel was missing.  He confronted the prisoners and when no one confessed to the theft he shouted,
“All die! All die!” and raised his gun to shoot the first man in the line.  At once an enlisted man jumped from
the ranks and said, “I did it.”  Enraged, the guard killed the soldier with the butt of his rifle.  Later that night
the shovel was discovered.  It had not been stolen after all, just misplaced.

One of the prisoners remembered the verse, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.” The atmosphere of the camp was one of shock and sudden change as the
prisoners began to realize the sacrifice of love that saved their lives.  Prisoners who had competed for food
and had focused on their own protection began to tend to one another’s wounds.  They began to share their
rations and Gordon’s personal injuries were cared for as two fellow Scots began to dress the ulcers in his legs
and massage the weakened muscles until he could actually walk again.  Their goal became “the other.”
Yancey writes, “Gordon’s book tells of a transformation within the camp so complete that when liberation
finally came, the prisoners treated their sadistic guards with kindness and not revenge.”

When the goal becomes “the other” and not “the self”, a new kind of community emerges.  It is a
community that feeds off of mutual love, respect, and service instead of entitlement, personal rights, and
self-protection.  This fellowship becomes an oasis of compassion and healing.  It is a picture of the church at
its best.  The kingdom of God, embodied in the church, is a pool of ministry and care planted in a world of
violence, greed and revenge.  When you experience the church in this way, you are never the same. Like a
parched man who has had his draught of fresh, cool water for the first time, the impression is permanent.  A
church family can experience and extend a deeper fellowship than the world could ever afford.  But these
types of fellowships do not happen unless there are people who step out of the ranks of routine relationships
and extend sacrificial, Christ-like love.

The prisoners of the River Kwai had no personal assurance that they would survive the horror they
were having to endure, but they made a choice.  They chose to build a community based on faith and
compassion with whatever days they had left.  Let us choose the same.  With God’s help, let us build a
community of compassion.  Let’s pray and strive for a deeper fellowship that provides an oasis of ministry
and care, not only for our own members, but for other parched prisoners and lost travelers who stumble our
way.  This is the kind of fellowship that Jesus was dying to give.

And he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God. Luke 18:27

Randy
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NOTE:  January 1 – All new members of
committees and other appointments of Deep Creek
Friends Meeting officially begin.

January 3 – 9:00 AM
Monthly Meeting will meet in the

Fellowship Hall
Come participate in the business of the meeting.

Breakfast refreshments will be provided by Ministry
and Counsel member Wiley Shore.

January 10 –
Building Fund
Offering
The Sunday
School offering

will go to the Building Fund and at other times as
you mark your check or envelope. Funds are for
upkeep and improvements of our buildings.

January 17 – Yadkin Valley Quarterly Meeting
At Forbush Friends Meeting

3:00 PM – Ministry and Counsel
4:00 PM – General Business

January 24 – Ministry and Counsel
Church Lounge @ 6:00 PM
Host – Wiley Shore

January 31 –
11:00 AM Guest Speaker, Lunch & Discussion

(Bring a dish to share for lunch.)
On January 31st, Scott Wagoner will be with
us again.  Scott is the pastor of Deep River
Friends Meeting in High Point, NC.  He will
be bringing the message on Sunday morning and
then will join us for a covered dish lunch.
During lunch, Scott will be leading us in a
time of discussion again about the Pulse
Check survey and where we feel God is calling
us as a church.  It will be a time of
challenge and excitement as we listen, learn,
and share about the future of Deep Creek
Friends Meeting.  We hope EVERYONE stays for
this important event.

Randy

Leadership Meeting
Watch for the Date to be announced.

All Committees of the meeting should meet to make
plans for the New Year.  All members of any/all
committees and other interested persons of the
meeting are encouraged to be present.

Special Music for Worship Services – January
3rd Congregation

10th To Be Announced
17th The Beaver's Family
24th Danielle Barber & Jacob Brendle
31st Deep Creek Choir

Submitted by Vickie Warden

Greeting the People – January
3rd Donna Hutchins

10th Clark & Brenda Shore
17th Jimmy & Vickie Warden
24th Allen & Wilma Sneed
31th Louis & Libby Shore

Submitted by Teresa Welborn

Children’s Church Assistants – January
3rd Avery Buelin

17th Kaylee Shore
Submitted by Angie Brendle

Nursery Workers for Worship – January
3rd Mike & Vicki Shore

10th Adam & Jean Hutchins
17th Tracy Ray and Alli Jones
24th Michael & Sarah Ray
31st Don & Pam Steelman

Submitted by Vickie Warden

Sanctuary Flowers – January
Generations Sunday School Class

This month, contact Sarah Ray or Amie Brendle
to place flowers for a special occasion.

Submitted by Donna Hutchins

Presiders for Worship – January
3rd Louis Shore

10th Don Steelman
17th Vickie Warden
24th Phyllis Barnes
31st Randy Quate

Submitted by Ministry and Counsel

Worship Message with the Children – January
10th Brenda Adams
24th Vickie Warden

Submitted by Ministry and Counsel

Choir Practice - January
Sunday, 10th at 5:00 PM
Sunday, 24th at 5:00 PM

Looking Ahead
NOTE THIS CHANGE FOR North CarolinaYearly Meeting

SAVE THE DATE & LOCATION in
your 2016 Calendar

NCYM Annual Sessions
August 12 — 14, 2016

Caraway Camp and Conference Center
4756 Caraway Mountain Road
Sophia, NC 27350

Adults, Young Friends and Young Adults
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from Randy:
11:00 AM Sunday Morning Worship

Dear Deep Creek Family,

Thank you for the many ways you have
blessed us as a family during Christmas, and
throughout 2015. You have been so generous
and loving through cards, gifts, and
encouragement in many forms. We feel so
blessed to be part of this fellowship and hope
you know the gift you yourselves have been to
us. We look forward to a New Year filled
with Christ’s presence and purpose flowing
through us all.

In His Love,

Randy, Ragan, and Haley

Join us on Sunday Mornings
The YAMS will begin a new study in January

during Sunday School at 10:00 AM each week.  We
will be studying Andy Stanely's "Christian" … Where
we'll dig into scripture to learn what being a true
follower of Jesus is all about and how as a follower
we should treat others.  Any of the YAMS are invited
to gather with us for this eight week study. Angie

Thoughts for the New Year

from Vickie Warden
Visiting Musicians

Sunday, January 17th – The Beavers Family
The Beavers Family attends Faith Community Baptist
Church in East Bend and plays a variety of
instruments including guitar, banjo, mandolin and
bass guitar. This group made up of family members –
Ronald Beavers, Donovan Beavers, Loretta Wimmer,
Mike Keen, Nick Keen and Barry Clevenger has
evolved over time.  They have been playing gospel
music for years around this area and in churches.
Their style of music is southern gospel and bluegrass
blend.

Sunday, January 24th –
Danielle Barber and Jacob Brendle

Danielle is the daughter of Donna Barber and sister of
Kaci.  Jacob is the son of Angie and Jay Brendle.
They are all part of our Deep Creek family. Danielle
and Jacob are in school together and are both in the
Forbush High School Band. They both play the flute
and Jacob also plays the piccolo.

 Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight, and bull-strong.
 Keep skunks and bankers at a distance.
 Life is simpler when you plow around the stump.
 A bumblebee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor.
 Words that soak into your ears are whispered...not yelled.
 Meanness don't jest happen overnight.
 Forgive your enemies. It messes up their heads.
 Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you.
 It don't take a very big person to carry a grudge.
 You cannot unsay a cruel word.
 Every path has a few puddles.
 When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.
 The best sermons are lived, not preached.
 Most of the stuff people worry about ain't never gonna happen anyway.
 Don't judge folks by their relatives.
 Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.
 Live a good, honorable life.  Then when you get older and think back, you’ll enjoy it a second time.
 Don’t interfere with somethin' that ain't botherin’ you none.
 Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance.
 If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin’.
 Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got.
 The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever have to deal with, watches you from the mirror every mornin'.
 Always drink upstream from the herd.
 Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from bad judgment.
 Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin' it back in.
 If you get to thinkin' you're a person of some influence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around.
 Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God.

An Old Farmer’s Advice
from Carol Clary

~ for the New Year
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Food for the Hungry
I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for Me."

Matthew 25:40

Dear Friends,

Can you believe another year has passed and a new year has begun?  God has been good to
Yadkin Christian Ministries.  We could not operate and help as many folks as we do otherwise.

This month cans of diced tomatoes would be a good choice for a donation.  Remember, too,
that money is always needed.

Please be in prayer for wisdom in deciding on a new director.  The board members will be making a decision
soon.

February 7 is "Souper" Bowl Sunday.  Everyone, bring a can of soup and a monetary donation.
March 7 is the date of the big fundraiser, Empty Bowls.  You won't want to miss this fun experience!  Get

your ticket soon.

Blessings,
Phyllis Barnes

********

Deep Creek Quaker Men
Next meeting – January 10

We will be cooking breakfast
beginning at 7:00 AM.

Meet and eat in the Fellowship Hall
Followed by Devotional time and Business

Circle # 1
Next Meeting – February 8 at 6:00 PM

Church Lounge
Program/Devotions – Brenda Adams

Hostess – Gladys Adams
Phyllis Barnes

It is now time to begin . . .

TheWork ofChristmas
By Howard Thurman

When the star in the sky is gone,
When the Kings and Princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins.
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To teach the nations,
To bring Christ to all,
To make music in the heart.

From the NC USFW CAROLINA WOMAN

Quaker Young Women
January 18 at 7:00 PM

Hostesses are Jean Hutchins
and Brenda Shore.

Meet in Church Lounge.
Rhonda Moran

Next Week:
North Carolina Quaker Men will sponsor a trip to MOWA
Choctaw, Alabama, to put a new roof on the school
building at the mission there.  Leave Sunday morning,
January 3, and return the end of the week.  Contact
Walter Shore for information to join the group.

Rules to Live By: The Queries from North
Carolina Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice
Personal Life and Conduct – Do you always
strive so to live that you will have a “conscience
void of offense toward God and man?”

“Joy is the simplest form of gratitude.”
KARL BARTH

I slept and dreamt that life was joy.
I awoke and saw that life was service.  I acted
and behold, service was joy.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE

Since you get more joy out of giving joy to
others, you should put a good deal of thought in
the happiness that you are able to give.

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

Joy is prayer; joy is strength; joy is love; joy is a
net of love by which you can catch souls.

MOTHER TERESA
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The following story was shared by Phyllis Barnes at her December circle meeting and at her request we share it with you.
It”s a good way to start the New Year.

What Goes Around Comes Around

One day a man saw an old lady stranded on the side of the road. Even in the dim light he could see that
she needed help, so he pulled over in front of her Mercedes and got out. His old Pontiac was still sputtering
when he approached her. Notwithstanding the smile on his face, she was worried. No one had stopped to help
for the last hour or so. Was he going to hurt her? He didn't look safe. He looked poor and hungry.

The man could see that she was frightened, and cold, too, standing out in the chill evening air. He knew
exactly how she felt. It was the kind of chill which only fear can put in you. “I'm here to help you, ma’am,” he
said, as cheerfully as he could. “Why don’t you wait in your car where it’s warm? By the way, my name is
Bryan Anderson.”

The woman, still a bit suspicious, said nothing and got back in her car. All she had was a flat tire, but
for an old lady that was bad enough. Bryan crawled under her car looking for a place to put the jack, skinning
his knuckles in the process. Pretty soon he was able to change the tire, though he got dirty in the process and
his hands hurt.

As he was tightening the lug nuts, she rolled down the window and began to talk to him. She was
slowly realizing that he was, indeed, a good Samaritan. She told him that she was from St. Louis and was just
passing through. She couldn’t thank him enough for coming to her aid.

Bryan just smiled as he closed her trunk. The lady asked how much she owed him. Any amount would
have been fine with her. She had repeatedly imagined all of the awful things that could have happened had he
not stopped.

But Bryan never thought twice about being paid. This wasn’t a job to him; he was just helping someone
in need. God knows, there were plenty of folks who had given him a hand in the past. He had lived his whole
life that way, and it never occurred to him to act in any other fashion.

He told her that if she really wanted to pay him back, the next time she saw someone who needed help,
she could give that person the assistance they needed. “And think of me,” he added.

Bryan waited until she had started her car and driven off. It had been a cold and depressing day, but he
felt good as he headed for home, disappearing into the twilight.

A few miles down the road the lady saw a small cafe. It was a dingy-looking place. Outside were two
old gas pumps. The scene was wholly unfamiliar to her. But, hungry and still a bit cold, she decided to grab a
bite and take the chill off before making the last leg of her trip home. The waitress came promptly. She had a
sweet smile, one that even being on her feet for the last ten hours couldn't erase. She seemed about eight
months pregnant, but took the lady’s order and brought her food with cheerfulness, never letting the strain and
aches change her attitude. The lady wondered how someone who apparently had so little could be so giving to
a stranger. Then she remembered Bryan.

When the lady finished her meal, she paid with a $100 bill. The waitress quickly went to get change,
but the lady quietly slipped out the door and was gone by the time the waitress returned. The waitress
wondered where the lady could be, and then noticed something written on the napkin.

There were tears in her eyes when she read what the lady had written: “You don't owe me anything.
I’ve been there, too. Somebody once helped me out, the way I’m helping you. If you really want to pay me
back, here’s what you can do: Don’t let this chain of love end with you.”

Under the napkin were four more $100 bills.
Well, there were tables to clear, sugar bowls to fill, and people to serve. The waitress made it through

the rest of her long workday. That night, when she got home from work and climbed into bed she was thinking
about the money and what the lady had written. How could the lady have known how much she and her
husband needed it? With the baby due next month, it was going to be hard.

She knew how worried her husband was, and, as he lay sleeping next to her, she gave him a gentle kiss
and whispered softly, “Everything’s going to be all right. I love you, Bryan Anderson.”
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The Yadkinville Christmas Parade

Some of the Deep Creek Crew
Mark & Christi Matthews

Jacob Brendle & the Forbush Band

Mr. & Mrs. Santa

Louis & Libby Shore pull float

Skyler Raines
& the
Bush Band
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Children’s Church at 11:00 AM
January 3 - "Adam and Eve's Family"

Volunteer: Avery Buelin

January 17 - "Abraham’s family"
Volunteer:  Kaylee Shore

FOJ Meetings:
January 10th - (5:00- 6:00) "Noah's Family"

Snacks: Shannon Buelin
January 25th - (5:00-6:00) "Isaac’s Family"

Snacks:  Rhonda Moran

FOJ/Children ... As we begin a new year we will go back to the beginning as we study the very first
family God created.  Over the next several weeks we will study the scriptures and discover why God
created families – how he chose for each of us our very special earthly family and how he also made
a way for us to be part of His family.

The Christmas Program:

Christ The Saviour is Born

The Shepherds told it – making known far and wide the sayings which were told them concerning the Christ.

FOJ Costume – 1st place – Jack Wagoner
2nd place – Emma Pipes, 3rd place – Dazey Messer

CHILDREN
From Angie:
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Upcoming Events...
January 1st – Youth Lock-in @ 7:00 PM

January 3rd – DOGS outing after church.
Lunch and bowling!  Bring $20.

January 10th

DOGS @ 5:00
Youth@ 6:30

January 24th

DOGS @ 5:00
Youth@ 6:30

February 27th – Winter Jam in Greensboro

As I reflect back over 2015 and the Youth and DOGS groups at Deep Creek, I am humbled by all that the Lord
has done for us. We have had many great events, meetings, outings and times of worship together. More
importantly, there has been the preaching and teaching of the word and deeper spiritual growth in their lives. It
is easy to see ministers as servants (and that is true) but so many times, we are the one's that receive ministry.
I'll have to say that the young people at Deep Creek are a bright spot. They have ministered to me and
encouraged my heart as much as anyone could. As true servants, they are looking out for others and want to
reach out to other people. There is a passion about God's message and his presence in their lives. I am very
proud of the dedicated young men and women they are quickly becoming.

One example of their passion is the Christmas play. They met every Sunday beginning in November and
practiced the play that would portray a message about God's story to our congregation. On the night of the play,
they did a superb job (better than any practice)! One of the greatest things the leaders noticed is that they didn't
complain about their roles or about practicing so much, but gladly did what was necessary. They encouraged
me through the entire process.

The major idea of the play was that Heaven was preparing for God to send His Son to Earth. Much like the
nature of God, He wasn't going to send Jesus in the way the angels thought it would happen. God sent His Son
as a baby who would be born in a humble town and in a humble way. God simply did not provide redemption
in the way that early believers thought possible. God has a special place for young people and a special way of
using them in His Kingdom. From the special baby, Jesus, until today, He has always loved and used young
people for His Kingdom. I am thankful that He is still doing just that and He is doing it at Deep Creek.

I am most thankful for Jesus and the fact that he was the lamb that took away the sins of the world. I am
thankful that he gave us His Word as His love story for us. Through it, he teaches us about what he has said,
what he has done, and what he will do. I am thankful for his calling of preachers and teachers to hand down His
word. May we never neglect the preaching and teaching of his Word so that we will have a life that is abundant
and ordered the way God designed.

Thank you Lord for another great year!

Blessings in 2016,
Jared

YOUTH & JR.YOUTH
From Jared
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“Congratulations

Gatlin Welborn Named to All-Conference
Gatlin
Welborn
was named
to the
Mountain
Valley
Athletic
Conference
Football

Team.  Gatlin, Defensive Line, was one of five Starmount
players for the Rams named to All-Conference. An Honor
Roll student, he is a sophomore at Starmount High School
and the son of Mike and Kelly Welborn, grandparents
Marion and Jewell Welborn and Bob Smith.

Several in Worship Celebrated Birthdays
Five members, on the same Sunday, stood to be recognized
for their birthday: Jack Shore, Noel Hutchins, Janet
Robbins, Don Steelman, and Shannon Shore.

Nancy Holt has Special Birthday
Monday, December 14, Nancy Holt was enjoying
fellowship with her circle members
with a Christmas meal.  As she
was eating dessert, she
commented that the fruit cake
made a nice birthday cake and
then revealed that it was in fact
her birthday and then everyone
sang for her.  At the following
Wednesday night Bible study,
Jared Warden was concluding
the study of Ephesians with the
armor of God and the importance of
prayer.  Nancy shared her thoughts on prayer that she is
thankful for her 88th birthday reflecting on a time when her
life was in question. A few years back she had a fall that
caused injuries so serious that even the doctors did not
really know what they could do for her.  She said she was
not even aware of all the people that were praying for her.
Although she “is not as good as before”, she is active.  (She
continues to be involved in most all church activities
driving herself to the meetings.) Nancy, we hope you have
many more birthdays.

R. L. Steelman back in Church for birthday
We are happy that R. L. Steelman has been able to be out

again after a long recovery
from a couple of falls in
February and August causing
injury to a shoulder and a
broken ankle.  He was present
for worship on a rainy day last
Sunday to stand for his
Birthday.  Born on Christmas
Eve, 1929, he is now 86.
Happy Birthday R. L.!

Other Birthdays

Hunter Welborn breaks record
Hunter Welborn broke a
record for Inside High
Jump at Appalachain State
University.  Her jump for
the Mountioneers was 5’
10”.  This is Hunter’s
Sophomore year at App
State. Her parents are
Mike and Kelly Welborn,
grandparents Marion and
Jewell Welborn and Bob
Smith.

Rhonda Moran Has new Job
Rhonda Moran is continuing her
teaching career at a location
closer home.  Beginning early
December, she is now working
for the Yadkin County School
System.  In her new position as
Instructional Technology
Facilitator for Starmount Middle
and High Schools, she assists
teachers and students in using
technology in the classroom. She comes to Yadkin from
East Surry High School where she was an Earth Science
teacher and technology facilitator for the school.

Welborns Celebrate Anniversary
Mike and Kelly Welborn celebrated their 29 anniversary
Sunday, December 27.  All their children along with their
families were with them in Deep Creek morning worship as
their mother had requested for the occasion.

Kaylee Shore Walks for Make-a-wish
Tanglewood Park, open only for the Walk for

Wishes Make-A-Wish
Foundation of Central
and Western North
Carolina again hosted
the annual Walk for
Wishes November 14.
“We (Kaylee Shore and
her Mom, Anita) walked
the Make-A-Wish

Foundation walk for a team honoring Kelsea
Beamer of Hamptonville.  Kelsea has undergone
multiple surgeries for her condition, as well a lung
transplant.  Her wish was for her and her family to
go to Hawaii.” The proceeds of the walk go to the
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Gatlin

Happy Birthday to all the other’s  birthday not mentioned.

Kelsea & Kaylee
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REMEMBER TO PRAY – Prayer changes things!
The following information is included by request. Be specific when you pray and send notes.

This color indicates an addition or change from last month.
Among those requesting prayer:

Pray for special needs of members, friends and relatives and celebrate God’s care.
Contact the editor for information
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2324 Shore Rd.
Yadkinville, NC  27055

Return Service Requested

Deep Creek Friends Meeting

 Do you have a friend or relative that would enjoy
The Encourager?  Send address.

 Please send any change of address.
 Are you receiving The Encourager in error or you

no longer wish to receive it?  If so, let us know.
 Send suggestions, news, information,

announcements or materials that you would like
included in The Encourager.

Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue.
Next issue – February, 2016
Deadline for news – January 31
Send Information and Materials to:
e-mail: wshore@yadtel.net
Mailing address: 2324 Shore Rd, Yadkinville, NC  27055
Phone: 336 679 8466

Shelby Shore
Published at Shore House, Ink

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Church Address:  1140 Deep Creek Church Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 Phone:  336 961 4404
deepcreekfriends@gmail.com Pastor: Randy Quate Clerk: Walter Shore
Director of Children’s Ministries: Angie Brendle Director of Youth and Jr. Youth Ministries: Jared Warden
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And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude. . . Luke 2:13


